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“ | shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death until I have the Infallibility of Human Judgment demonstrated to me.’’....Lafayette. 
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WE EXPEDIENCY OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT CON- 
SIDERED, 


If we succeed in driving the apologist for Cap- 
ital Punishment from his imaginary hold on the 
Bible, and if we rout him from his pretence that 
Society is authorized from its nature and consti- 
ution to take life for crime, he will then claim 
ihe right upon the ground of expediency. 1 sup- 
pose by the use of this word, we mean the em- 
ployment or adaptation of means to the accom- 
plishment of an object whieh is desirable. The 
object desired is the safety and welfare of Socie- 
ty, and certain means are necessary to its promo- 
tion. 
this is the only engine that can give security ; 
and therefore they have a right to its bloody ter- 
rors. Let us look at this argument a moment. 

Iu the first place, if we admit the premises, 
the conclusion by no means necessarily follows. 
The premises are, ‘ the welfare of Society is very 
desirable, and the gallows is the only means 
begged) whereby it can be certainly and effectu- 
ally secured.) ‘The conclusion, that therefore it 
may be instituted, we deny. We insist that an 
ibject may be ever so desirable and important, 
yet we have no right to seek its promotion ex- 
cept by just and laudable measures. For instance, 
I earnestly desire, and so does my family, the en- 
joyment of a princely estate owned by my neigh- 
bor. I have the legal power to avail myself of a 
fatal break in his title, and thus secure the for- 
tune. Does this justify me in using that advan- 
tage to my profit?) By womeans. ‘Then we see 
the end does not necessarily justify the means.— 
The London Missionary Society desires the con- 
version of the World; a very laudable object in- 
deed. But they cannot do it without immense 
treasures and troops of Missionaries. Now, have 
they the right to fit up vessels and man them 
with pirates, to scour both sea and coast, to a- 
mass wealth, and to impress every human being 
whom they meet, into their service as Missiona- 
ties, to carry forward their benevolent enterprize ? 
Every mananswers no. Why not? Is not their 
bject philanthropic ? Is not their ardent desire, 
the welfare of Society and the World?) Yes— 
but they have no business to employ such means 
for its achievement. Whynot? Because it is 
wrong. Who does it wrong? It wrongs every 
individual with whose interests they come in 
collision; and these individuals have never sur- 
rendered their rights for such purposes in com- 
ing into Society. Exactly so. Although the 
object may be good, yet the means employed for 
its accomplishment must also be good. 

This throws us back on to the question again, 
is it right to take life for crime? Expediency is 
not the word fit for our use, after all, for still the 
inquiry remains as to the justice and authority of 
the measure—for the end does not always justify 
the means. Jesus would not tell a lie to save 
his life. Then, though we might admit that the 
death penalty would effectually accomplish the 
desired object, still the whole question remains 
unsettled, and we have not advanced a single 
step. The great problem yet remains unsolved, 
isit right, and has Society authority to punish 
Capitally ? 

But, again; what does the hangman mean by 
etpediency ? Does he mean to comprehend just 
what is right, be the same more or less? If so, 
[cheerfully adopt the word ; but shall feel com- 
pelled to parley awhile before allowing him the 
use he would make of it. Does he mean to em- 
brace any thing wrong in its use? If so, I pro- 
test against its adoption in so serious a matter.— 
Prove to me that a given course is wrong, and 
how can a christian deem it expedient? Prove to 
christian that it is right, and he will not only 
in most cases, deem it expedient, but generally 
absolutely obligatory—he can scarcely evade it. 
Then what is meant by expediency? Surely, 
hothing but right—the will of God, so far as the 
Controversy is concerned. I admita given course 
might possibly be supposed which was right in 


The friends of the gallows contend that | 








itself, but not expedient—but a course can never 
be supposed which is not right, and yet expedi- 
ent. Adopt a more limited definition, and then 
claim it as an axiom in morals and every man 
is left to do what he may deem expedient under 
all the circumstances of any given case. The 
truth is, expediency can never offer an apology 
for leaping beyond what is right to impose a pen- 
alty ; it may sometimes not require ad/ that justice 
might—of which we will soon write a word.— 
The Carthagenians were too noterious for their 
want of fidelity in adhering to their solemn trea- 
ties—they always found it expedient to violate 
them, when in the language of the editor of the 
Expositor, ‘circumstances altered cases.’ In their 
system of morals, this favorite word was a base 
line; and their deliberate plighted faith was a 
burlesque upon National compacts. 

It is unsafe to adopt expediency in the diseus- 
sion of this or any other subject involving the 
dearest rights of our fellow men, unless we give 
it in one of two definitions. We must either de- 
fine it, the adaptation of laudable means to lauda- 
ble and righteous ends, or the adaptation of laud- 
able means to ends indifferent in respect to their 
mora! character. Some philosophers contend that 
there are actions which have no moral qualities 
whatever ; if thereis any such human conduct, I 
have no objections that a man shall deem it expe- 
dient to adopt such action, when it may contribute 
to his pleasure. But I solemnly protest, that it is 
an unwarrantable abuse of the word, when license 
is claimed of it to do wrong. The action must 
first be proved innocent per se, before embellishing 
it with the silken and deceptive drapery of expedi- 
ency. Does the editor reply, that Capital Punish- 
ment, the solemn actto which he would appropri- 
ate this word expediency, is innocent? I reply peti- 
tio principii—that is an outright begging of the 
question in dispute. Then what can be wanted of 
the word, but asa mere veil for deception? It 
seems to me wholly gratuitous and unnecessary to 
drag it into this discussion. Yet it is uniformly 
employed by the friends of the gallows, as the 
drop on to which the culprit must step into eter- 
nity ! 

The thief steals a few pounds of flour, a little 
meat, and a few articles of clothing, because he 
deems it expedient that his family should not go 
hungry or naked while his neighbor ,is blessed 
with abundance. Expediency nodded approba- 
tion to all the bloody horrors of the Spanish In- 
quisition. Eve listened to its delusive voice, be- 
cause she could see no philosophy in the com- 
mand of God. Expediency, having a little lati- 
tude given it, butchered the Apostles, burnt Mi- 
chael Servetus and the millions of Martyrs, put 
the Son of God to death, and has filled our world 
with war, misery and blood! All along its deso- 
lating track, it has wastetully scattered the vones 
of its victims. Nero adopted it; Greece adopted 
it, and put her sickly and deformed children to 
death; Napoleon adopted it when he drove the 
ploughshare of devastation through the Nations 
of the Earth, and washed Europe in widows’ 
tears and innocent blood; and now christian 
America adopts it by hanging her children on the 
gibbet! It is the universal panacea for all moral 
and physical evil—it is the philosopher’s stone 
that whitens crimes of the blackest die, into spot- 
less purity and angelic innocence. O! expedi- 
ency ! thou art the city of refuge for the villain ! 
the palace of the devil !! 

When men and Society swing loose from the 
true principles of the Gospel, they are on a shore- 
less ocean without chart or compass. There is 
no safety, for there is no rule of action but the 
wild clamors ofan ungovernable populace. ‘ Voz 
Populi, Vor Dei,’ is the dangerous motto, and then 
farewell to all moral responsibility. When a 
question of morals, of duty arises, no rule of ac- 
tion is safe but the will of God—this alone is to 
be sought, and when ascertained, there the con- 
troversy ends. f 


As already conceded,I admit a given course 
might be supposed which was right in itself, but 
not expedient—but a course can never be supposed 
which is not right, (and this is the question,) and 
yet expedient. Suppose I owe my father asum of 
money. He may not deem it ezpedient, although 


just, that he should exact it. Expediency may 


sometimes dictate that we should not require all 
that in strict justice, and without cause of com- 
plaint, might be demanded—but it never can de- 
mand more—it never can exceed it. It might pos- 
sibly be just to imprison a man for life for a cer- 
tain crime, and yet under all the circumstances, 
not expedient. But it never could be even expe- 
dient, if he did not deserve it. In other words 
expediency may fall short of requiring a full sat- 


jisfaction of strictjustice; but it never can tran- 





scend its limits. Then here we are again, thrown 
back upon the justice of Capital Punishment, 
which is the very point in dispute. Then we 
have not advanced a single step in the discussion ; 
for we contend Society overleaps justice when it 
punishes with death, which it has no right to 
do. 

I admit there may be two given courses of ac- 
tion presented to the mind, each of which is in- 
nocent, and having a balance of moral qualities, 
calculated to suspend the judgment in equal librio, 
and that then the individual may adopt expediency 
as to which he will pursue. But, is there an in- 
stance, can there be one, in the whole range of 
human conduct, where right is on one side, and 
wrong on the other, and where the individual is 
at liberty to forsake the former and adopt the lat- 
ter? or where, in other words, he may sacrifice 
justice and right upon the altar of expediency ? | 
This would be a dangerous experiment in morals 
—a dangerous innovation upon the doctrines of 
the New Testament. Then, if the friends of the 
gallows will cling to expediency, we demand, as 
we have the right, before they put a rope around 
our necks, that they shall show the justice of the 
measure, which again, is the very point in dis- 
pute. The onus probandi, the burden of proof, 
is upon them. Our cry is, that they leap beyond 
justice—that they do the criminal in-justice—and 
though even the justice of death might be ad- 
mitted, the expediency might be doubted. But 
when its justice is disputed, it must be proved, 
or its expediency is abandoned. I humbly believe 
this to be logic that will stand the criticism of 
the schools. 

Thus much I have deemed it important to say 
upon the doctrine of expediency, because it is 
the chief corner stone upon which the gallows is 
erected. I could scarcely say less, and satisfy an 
opponent. I cannot declare that I have now suc- 
ceeded in that, although I am not conscious of 
any defect in this reasoning. —Selected. 





Meeting for the Abolition of Capital Pun- 
ishment in England. 


Sheriff Vines, Chairman—Motion of Rev. J. Stratham 
—Lord Nugent—Petition to the Queen—Father 
Matthew—Hangmen should be religious—One thou- 
sand persons present. 


An influential meeting of the inhabitants of 
Reading was held in the new hall, to take the 
above subject into consideration, on Monday 
last. The large hall was crowded to excess, 
and many were unable to gain admittance.— 
The chair was taken by Edward Vines, Esq., 
under-sheriff of the county, who opened the pro- 
ceedings at some length, in expressing his views 
on the question, as being decidedly opposed to 
the punishment of death. The Rev. J. Stratham, 
in an able speech, moved, ‘ That, in the opinion 
of this meeting, capital punishments are in every 
case inexpedient and inefficacious, and are di- 
rectly opposed to the spirit and genius of the 
gospel, and that this meeting is deeply concern- 
ed for their total and speedy abolition.’ The 
motior was seconded by Mr. Edward Carroll, a 
member of the Society of Friends, and carried 
without a single dissentient. Lord Nugent then 
came forward amid loud cheers, and moved a 
petition to the Queen in accordance with the 
terms of the motion previously agreed to, the 
prayerof which he supported with an eloquent 
appeal, which characterized the brilliant speech 
of hislordship at the meeting recently held at 
Aylesbury for promoting the same object. Mr. 
E. Caroll referred to a similar meeting lately 
held in Cork, where the apostle of temperance, 
Father: Matthew, concluded a beautiful address 
by saying :—‘I have been about thirty years in 
the mmistry, and have never yet discovered that 
the Founder of Christianity has delegated to 
man any right to take away the life of his fel- 





low-man.’ Mr. Samuel Bowley, of Gloucester, 
in a forcible speech, remarked, that if the pun- 
ishmeat of death were so needful, and in ac-} 
cordaree with Christianity, the hangman should | 
be a religious person, and not, as is often snd 
case, 1 poor drunken creature, whose conduct 
made him the jest of the spectators. The} 
speaker concluded by saying, he would rather | 
have the satisfaction of saving the life of one 
human being, than the laurels of the greatest | 
warrior. The number of persons present was | 
computed at 1000, and the greatest order pre- | 
vailedthroughout. Petitions to the Queen and 
the Parliament were unanimously adopted, and 
will go up numerously signed. This proved one 
of the most gratifying public meetings that has 
been held in Reading for years. 
Oxford Chronicle. 





Blood ! BLOOD!!! 


We claim that this bloody practice should be 
abolished. We call it a savage,a cruel, a re- 
vengeful, a blvedy practice. We know of no 
milder terms by which to christen it. Society 
seems determined that nothing short of blood, 
‘the pound of flesh’ shall satisfy its craving, can- 
nibal appetite. ‘The blood of a poor wayward 
fallen brother ' the blood of a lost son or daugh- 
ter! the bloo’ ofa depraved husband or wife !— 
Ay, and the last drop too of the life’s blood must 
be poured out to satiate a thirst as depraved as 
the depravity of even the poor criminal himself! 
Yes; blood! sroop!! BLOOD!!! Society 
seems infatuated, deranged, absolutely mad with 
its burning thirst for the crimsoncurrent! It has 
a propensity more quenchless and senseless than 
the relentless Shylock-—for he did not claim ‘ the 
pound of flesh,’ except in pursuance of the con- 
ditions of a forfeited bond! But Society does 
not even claim the pretence of a broken contract ; 
but it clings to the cowardly pretext of fear of 
future violence, and that too, while it has the de- 
fenceless victim under chains as strong as that 
with which Heaven bound the mighty dragon, 
or with which Xerxes lashed the raging ocean. 
A thousand times have we asked, will not peni- 
tentiaries answer? No! Notif put there for 
life? No! Notif perpetually confined within 
iron ceilings and grates? No! Will you not 
spare life if both arms of the criminal are wrench- 
ed from their frail sockets? No! If both legs 
are torn from their insertions? No! If the 
tongue is burnt out by the roots? No! But 
will not your feverish rage, your scalding wrath 
be appeased, if a// these diabolic, these hellish 
tortures are inflicted upon a depraved brother ?— 
O! No!! No!!! NO!!!! nothing short of the 
last drop of the heart’s blood! it must stream from 
the centre—from the very core, the citidal of 
life! The cords of existence shall be severed— 
soul and body must be drawn asunder, Ah! 
yes; and the victim, O tell it not in Gath—pub- 
lish it not in the streets of Askelon, the victim 
isthe hangman’s BrorHer! And who are the ex. 
ecutioners? ‘hey are Curistians! Yes, they 
are CHRISTIANS!! This gibbeting is a sin- 
gular way they have, of manifesting their Jove and 
benevolence! It isa way they have, (singular in- 
deed I admit,) but it is a way they have of feed. 
ing their hungry enemies! of praying for their 
welfare ! in short, of doing them good! O! how 
beautiful are the precepts of the New Testament, 
and maxims of our Holy Religion, when thus ex. 
emplified! Who would not be a Curistian!!! 


Bioop!! 


AAAAAAAAAADAAANADNADLDRYNAYAYNAS 


G0 NOT BACK. 


When the reformed inebriate thinks—as he some- 
times doubtless does—of going back to the intoxicat- 
ing cup, let him read the following beautiful lines.— 
They may reach the heart and save him from destruc. 
tion : 


My brother go not back, 
The pledge is taken now ; 
I see it in the healthy smile 
That plays upon thy brow ; 
I see it inthe sparkling eye, 
So dull and dim before ; 
Then go not back again my friend, 
To sure destruction’s door. 


My brother go not back, 
Press on in virtue’s way ; 
Be steadfast inthy sacred pledge, 
And truth shall be thy stay. 
Hope, bright as morning’s dawn, shall spring 
Where’er thy feet may tread— . 
Then go not back again my friend, 
To paths of terror spread. 


My brother go not back, 
To sorrow and to vice, 
To reap the bitter fruits of sin, 
Where none to glory rise ; 
Where stranger to the joys of earth, 
Life will be steeped in woe— 
Then go not back again my friend, 
But upward, heavenward go. 
My brother will not go, * 
I read it on his cheek ; 
I see it in the tears that flow, 
And when I hear him speak. 

He has resolved in God’s own strength, 
Who will I know, sustain, . 
Never, while reason holds the throne, 

To touch the cup again 


‘yy . . . 

The Cleaveland Herald, in giving an account 
of a public execution, states that ‘hundreds 
were present in women’s clothes.’ 


Never was 
there a more deserved sarcasm 
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NOTICE. 


I> The publishing office of the Hangman 
is removed from 38 Cornhill to 50 Cornhill, 
up Stairs, where all business in relation to 
the paper, and to the ‘ Massachusetts Society 
for the Abolition of Capital Punishment’ 


will be transacted. 
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- HISTORY OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 
Numer VII. 
FRANCE. 


Lafayette—-His Speech-— Objections removed— Suicide 
justified in France—Number of suicides—Singular 
reasoning—Suicide justifiable on the ground of Capi- 
tal Punishment. 


We come now toa very interesting period in the 
history of Capital Punishment. France has often 
been the scene of bloodshed and confusion. In her 
Revolutions, her subjects have been shot down like 
dogs in the streets. Thousands of her best and 
noblest citizens have fallen victims to the guillotine. 
Yet in the midst of her most perilous and bloody 
scenes, there have been men distinguished for great 
talents who have raised their voice against the 
infliction of the Death-punishment. Among these 
the name of LarayeTtTe will ever stand prominent. 
He came out strongly against this inhuman and un- 
christian form of punishment. About fifteen years 
ago, we met with an extract from his speech in 
France on the subject and we very carefully pre- 
served it for future use. And it isa very singular 
fact in the history of our own labors that a sentence 
of that speech was precisely what we wanted for 
our published ‘Essays’ and our periodical. Little 
did we imagine at that time, that we should ever 
write a volume upon this subject, and publish a 
weekly paper. Then we wrote two Essays, which 
comprised most of the facts that we possessed. Since 
the time above-mentioned, new sources of informa- 
tion have been opened till at last, we verily believe 
we could conduct a daily paper wholly devoied to the 
discussion of the death-penalty. 

In the Revolution of 1830, at Paris, during the re- 
visal of the criminal code, Larayetre made the fol- 
lowing speech :— 

‘I conceive that the abolishment of the penalty 
of death is a new principle, or rather a sentiment 
that ought to be at once examined. It is no new 
idea that is now laid before you. The abolition of 
the penalty of death has been called for at every 
period ; it was demanded by some highly respected 
members of the constituent assembly, by Adrian 
Dupont. It was demanded by the father of our 
honorable friend, the author of the commentary of 
Montesquieu. How deeply have we all to regret 
that it had not been abolished ages back! It is at 
the present day loudly called for in the United States 
of America. From this, gentlemen, you will per- 
ceive that many have formed a decided opinion on 
the subject. For my own part, I shall demand the 
abolition of the penalty of death until I am convinced 
that human judgment is infallible! * * * * 
Our present Revolution has a character of generosity 
as well as of patriotism, and it would adorn its com- 
mencement were we to consumate this great act of 
humanity. J, therefore, vote for its being taken into 
consideration.’ 

Such was the noble stand taken by LaFayette 
against the penalty of death. His language is ex- 
ceedingly strong and impressive. How much is 
contained in that single sentence, ‘I shall demand 
the abolition of the penalty of death until Lam con- 
vinced that human judgment is infallible? Were 
this ground taken, the death-punishment would im- 
mediately come to an end throughout the habitable 
world. The stand taken by LarayeTTe amply re- 
futes the common objection that this reform is car- 
ried on only by non-resistants, or no-government 
men, as they are often falsely called. And while 
remarking on this frequent objection, we do not now 
remember to have met with any foreign writer, of 
any celebrity, who has adopted that view of the sub- 
ject. True, some may, unwittingly, have laid down 
premises from which such a conclusion might be 
drawn. And wil writer is there from whose 

ba directly opposite conclu- 


premises may not 
from what he intended? But we cannot pur- 


sions . 
It belongs rather to the moralist 


sue this thought. 

than the historian. 
{n looking over the French writers on the subject 
Capital Punishment, we find a ground taken there 


ol 
of the gallows which, we believe has 
lopted by any writers in this country 


never Deen ad 
that view of the subject. It is the justi- 


f suicide, a ground which we religiously 


in support 
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| believe is wrong and extremely dangerous, but which 
must be admitted by every advocate of the death- 
penalty ; for surely if any being or government has 
a right to take life no one can have a better right 
than the individual himself. And how can any gov- 
ernment possess any right which do not first come 
from the individuals composing that government ?— 
It is worthy of remark that France is perhaps more 
fruitful of suicides than any other country on earth. 
In 1839, there were one thousand seven hundred and 
forty-seven suicides! It is a very remarkable fact 
that the advocates of Capital Punishment in this 
country look with peculiar horror upon suicide, gen- 
erally believing it to be the sure means of consigning 
the individual to the lasting displeasure of the Deity, 
and yet at the same time they maintain that govern- 
ments may take that life which the individual him- 
self has no right to take with his own hands! 

It may be interesting to the reader to know how a 
writer would proceed to justify suicide. Before us 
are some extracts from Monsieur Urtis. He says, 








‘When my coat straightens me, I throw it off. If 
my house does not suit me, I quit it. Why should I 
not abandon life?? * * * The objection is a 
relic of the middle age when the law punished sui- 
cide as a crime. Those punishments have been 
erased from our statutes. We cannot, therefore, ad- 
mit that a principle which has been excluded from 
our criminal legislation, should continue to consti- 
tute one of its elements.’ This same writer went 
also in favor of banishing all religious ideas from the 
mind. He actually declared that the law ought to be 
atheistical !’ Such was the singular ground of Mon- 
sieur Urtis. But with all his efforts anda host of 
others, the death-punishment is being gradually re- 
moved from France. No country, save England, has 
done more in this noble reform.* This will be 
shown in our next number. C. & 


* In 1832, France made treason, murder, and setling 
fire to a dwelling, capital offences and sparingly in- 
flicted the penalty even for these. 
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SKETCHES OF TRAVEL. 
Number [X. 


Meeting in Natick—The Winch family— Visit to Sher- 
burne—Holliston—Meetings in Milford—Uxbridge— 
Great excitement in Mendon— Upton—Preaching of a 
Slaveholder— Medfield. 

We have lately visited several towns to learn the 
state of our cause. We left home first for Needham 
where our friend E. K. Whitaker, resides, who re- 
ceived us kindly, and conveyed us to Natick, where 
we had a very interesting meeting in the Unitarian 
Church occupied by the Rev. Mr. Gannet. We were 
favored here with music which is not very common, 
for there is not a single hymnin any collection that 
we have ever met with, devoted to the prisoner.— 
The ‘ Winch family’ prepared a very appropriate one 
for the occasion. 

From Natick we went to Sherburne, with a very 
polite note tothe Rev. Mr. Stone, a man who passes, 
we believe, for a Unitarian minister, but who seemed 
to have the spirit of the gallows to an unusual degree 
for a man belonging to that polite and refined sect of 
Christians. He insisted upon it that we had connect- 
ed every thing else with the question of Capital Pun- 
ishment. It was in vain that we assured him to the 
contrary. He said the advocates, were opposed 
to all government. We asked him if that could be 
said of Lafayette or Romilly, and others who were 
certainly in favor of human governments. We 
found him determined to oppose the movement, as 
we thought, and being in haste left him tofinda 
more congenial mind for the reception of the great 
doctrine of the inviolability of human life. 

From Sherburne we went to Holliston, and found 

at once a warm friend in H. A. Morse. Hem we 

found several friends to converse with, and obained 
several subscribers. 

From Holliston we went to Milford to visit the 
friends at Hopedale community. Here we speat the 
Sabbath in company with Friend Clapp, of Lyna. In 
the evening we had an interesting meeting in the 





Universalist Church. We there united the twe sub- 
jects of Crime and Intemperance. The meeting was 


| addressed also by Henry Clapp, and the Rev, Mr. 


Davis, pastor of the church. Our visit to Hopedale 
was very pleasant. A fuller account will be given in 
our next. 

Our next labor was in Uxbridge, where we were 
very kindly reeeived by our friend Capron, who did 
every thing to make our stay agreeable. We leld a 
meeting there in the evening. After our address was 
concluded, the Rev. Mr. Clark, the Unitarian Cergy- 
man, made some remarks on the expediency of abo- 
lishing Capital Punishment. We thought he did not 
take that high ground which ought to be takea bya 
minister of the Gospel. We observed that the whole 
question should be decided by the Sermon m the 
Mount. The doctrine of expediency is always a dan- 
gerous ground in any great moral question. I will 
answer where no moral principle is involved. We 
were asked if Paul did not recognize the law of Cap- 
ital Punishment. We admitted that, but thea the 





[ recognition of a law is not a sanction of it. 


We were 
asked how we got along with the doctrine of suicide, 
if a man could not take his life, could he sacrifice 
it. We endeavored to show the difference, between 
laying down our lives in defence of a great moral 
principle and taking it ourselves by our own hands. 
We were surprised to see these two things confound- 
ed. Christ laid down his life, and so did his disciples, 
but who would say that this was to be compared with 
suicide ? 

From Uxbridge we went to Mendon, where we met 
with very great opposition. Adin Ballou was present, 
and we soon gave up the controversy to him, our own- 
health being insufficient for the occasion. We can- 
not give any thing like a correct account of the meet- 
ing, save that soon the whole subject of non-resistance 
was soon brought up for us to settle right on the 
spot. And in the course of the evening the subject 
of the Inspiration of the whole Bible was also brought 
up’to be settled. This with the various statistics of 
different countries was about enough to discuss for 
a week at least! So we appointed another meet- 
ing. 

We went to Upton where we held two meetings 
with the assistance of Charles Stearns and J. M. 
Spear. We should have had three meetings here, 
but for a singular circumstance. There wasa slave- 
holder in town, the Rev. Mr. Bullard, of Virginia, 
who came on to visit his brother who was pastor of 
the Christian Church in Upton. He refused to ask 
his brotherto preach, preferring not to have a slave- 
holder enter his pulpit. On the other hand his peo- 
ple were determined to have the slaveholder preach. 
We asked if we might have the desk at the usual 
time of meeting in the afternoon. Our request was 
denied, thus preferring to uphold slavery rather than 
to assist in removing the gallows. This was indeed 
preferring Barrabbas to Jesus. Here we were kindly 
entertained by Henry Bradish and family. 
found some warm friends to the cause. 


Leaving here we returned again to Mendon, where | 


we were obliged to give up the meeting to our brother 
J. M. Spear, our own health being insufficient. We | 
understood there was much opposition. The Ortho- 
dox clergyman, Rev. Mr. Reed, came out as on the 
former evening to hold up the gallows. We thanked 
him for coming out thus openly and manfully in sup- | 
port of his own views. This is the true way. We | 
have never in all our labors met with such warm op- | 
position as in Mendon. 
friend in the Rev. Mr. Rice, the Unitarian clergyman. 
From here we set out for home. 
way in S. Milford, Medway, Medfield and Dedham.— 
In Medfield we called on the Rev. Mr. Robinson, the 
Unitarian clergyman, and brother of the Warden of | 
the Prison, who was much interested in the cause. | 
Here a meeting may be held at any time. From 
here we returned home and found all well. —c. s. 


A Scene in THE Suor or Jonn Aveustus.—The 
name of John Augustus is becoming familiar to the 
ears of the philanthropists of Boston and its vicinity. 
He is a boot and shoe maker, carrying on the busi- 
ness in Franklin-avenue, employing some five or six | 
men. 
who was about to be sent to prison for the sin of rum 
drinking. Friend Augustus become bail for the ine- 
briate, took him to his house, treated him kindly, in- 
duced him to sign the pledge, and made a good man 
ofhim. Since that time he has saved several hun- 
dred persons from prison and frum crime in the same 
way. 

A Boston correspondent of the New York Tribune 
thus speaks of a little incident which recently occurred 
when he was in the shop of Mr Augustus : 


Having a desire to become acquainted with this re- 
markable man and to get an old pair of boots rejuve- 
nated, I stepped into his shop the other day, and while 
there an incident occurred which will illustrate the 
almost reverential feeling entertained for him by those 
whom his kindness bas saved from destruction. We 
were sitting in his Counting Room, when an Irish 
woman, whose appearance indicated that she had 
seen at least a fair share of the hardships of this world 
of ours, entered, made a courtesy, and with a deep 
brogue said : 

‘God bless yer honor, I hope yer honor is’nt sick 
th’ day.’ 

The ‘man’ informed her that his health was very 
good, and remarked that her countenance was vely 
familiar to him, though he could not remember where 
he had met her before. 

‘It’s very nathural,’ she said, ‘that you should for- 
get the likes o’ me; but do you think | could forget 
yer honor? Wasn’t it yersel’ that paid the expinses 
of the coort, and saved me from the House o’ Correc- 
tion, where that spalpeen ofan officer was goin’ to take 
me off, and lave poor little Mike widout any mother 
to take care of him at all. And didn’t yer honor pay 
the wake’s rint when that could-hearted landlord was 
goin’ to sind me adhrift wid sorra a place to slape in ¢ 
And wasn’t it the kind things ye did and the kind 
words ye spake to me that made a dacent, sober, wo- 
man o’ me, and kept me from taking a dhrop o’ spir- 
its from that day to this? And by God’s blessing I 
shall niver taste ardhent spirits again. And isn’t 
yersel’ the cause o’all this? I shall invoke blessings 
on yer head till the day o’ my death, and tache the 
childher to do the same.’ 

There is no knowing how long the woman would 








have gone on showering her well deserved compli-{ mong the people.— 
’ 





We stopped on our 


And we | 





We found, however, a good | 9 Ir 


In 1841 he first became interested in a man | the wolf who has first lapped blood. 


| is to be hung he was just the man. 





ments upon her benefactor, had he not cut her story 
short by inquiring the object of her visit. She haq 
come to see if Mr. A. could not obtain for her a pass 
or ticket of admission to the House of Correction, to 
her husband, or as she said, her ‘ ould man.’ 
Yours ever, 
CLEVE. 


— APA 


Horace Greeley and the Albany Argus—H. 
G. Green. 


The Rev. Horace Greeley finds fault with the execution 
of Henry G. Green, for the atrocious murder of his 
wife. He calls it ‘*choking the breath out of a fe}. 
low being before the time nature intended.’ Bah! 

Albany Argus. 


We are quite willing that every animal should ey. 
press its emotions in the language natural to it, and 
so shall make no objection to the closing argument oj 
the Argus. The paragraph to which it alludes hay. 
ing been written by an assistant and never seen by 
the responsible Editor of The Tribune till its appear. 
ance in the paper, we take this opportunity to ‘ defing 
our position.’ 

We object most strenuously to the /aw requiring 
that men shall be hung, but not to their being hung 
so long as the law requires it. The Courts, the Goy. 
ernor, the Sheriff, have done their simple duty in the 
premises, and we cast no blame on them. Yet we 
think the People do wrong in authorizing, commend. 
ing Executions. Let us consider: 

Green was a cruel, wicked, wanton, horrible mur. 
derer—his crime one of the most revolting and inex. 
cusable that was ever heard of. So long as any body 
Yet we belie: 
no good has been done by hanging him, but mueh 
evil. 

1. HE IS NOT PUNISHED. 

All his spirituul comforters believe that he died a 
penitent, regenerate, Christian man, and has gone \ 
Heaven, whatever may be the fate of his hapless wite. 
His execution, then, was not the dismissal of a male. 
factor to his doom, as perpetual imprisonment would 
have been, but the elevation ofa saint to glory. God 
had forgiven him all his sins, and was ready to re. 
ceive him to endless joy ; but frail, sinful Man decid. 
ed that, though fit for Heaven, he was unfit for earth 
and hung him. Those who most deemed him a 
saint were most resolute for choking him to death as 
asinner. We trust no partof the responsibility of 
this unmerciful deed devolves on us. 

2. THE MURDER IS NOT REDRESSED. 

_ Hanging Green does not bring to life his poor vie- 
tim, nor in any way heal the wounds inflicted on her 
relatives and friends. It does not wipe out the stain 
of blood from the land ; it rather deepens it. 


DOES NOT TEACH MEN THAT 
SURELY BE PUNISHED. 
Here is one case of so called punishment, but all 
around us homicides are committed and the slayers 
escape detection or conviction. Innocent men are 
reeereey hung, and guilty murderers still oftener es 
cape. Not halfthe murderers in our State are con- 
victed, and it is far worse in the newer Western 
States. The punishment of Death often defeats a 
conviction ; the jurors dreading to convict unless on 
the most positive evidence where the consequence is 
so terrible and so remediless. 


MURDER 


WILL 


4, IT DOES TEACH REVENGE FOR INJURIES. 

The crowd who gathered, and swarmed, and sway- 
ed to and fro around the place of execution, eager for 
a sniff of the butchery if they could not be gratified 
with a sight of it, went away—softened, penitent, 
meek, forgiving, think you? No,sirs! no more than 
701 They bad taken 
a striking lesson from a lofty quarter in the schoo! of 
‘an eye foraneye.’ Let one of them but suspect 
that his sister is wronged, or his wife untrue, or his 
friend a traitor, and his hand will instinctively grasp 
the knife or the pistol. The community insists on 
blood for blood—why shall be let Ais wrongs go una- 
venged? Why shall villainy go unscathed simply 
because human laws have not provided for its punish- 
ment? Ah friends! these ‘ bloody instructions’ will 
‘return to plague th’ inventor,’ and so Jong as life for 
life is the law of the land, we shall find Man lifting 
his hand in passion against his brother— perhaps long- 
er. We do not say that the worst members of a com- 
munity will be uniformly as good as the laws of that 
community, but it is idle to expect that they will be 
better. They never will.—N. Y. Tribune. 


AAAAADAANXY" ~ * oe. 


A Goop Resotution.—The ‘ Old Colony Associa- 
tion’ of Universalists, passed the following resolu- 
tion at its last session in Fall River, on the 3d inst. : 

Resolved, That we deem Capital Punishment con- 
trary to the laws of God, opposed to the spirit of the 
gospel, and in all its bearings conflicting with the 
principle of humanity. We, therefore, promise to 
exert ourselves according to the best of our ability, to 
do it away as a relic of a barbarous age. 


SPP DPSIPPPD PSII OO Vw 


DeatH PuNnisHMeN?T.—We hope the people of Con- 
necticut will consider the subject of abolishing the 
anti-christian law of death punishment. We do not 
now propose to enter into the matter, but merely 
desire to call attention to it, that freemen may not 
lose sight of this most desirable reform. There are 
honest differences of opinion with regard to it, and 
we do not desire to see hasty and unpremeditated 
action in repealing the law of death punishment.— 
When it is done, it should be done with the sanction 
of the people, and then its good effects will be felt.— 
Therefore we hope it is a subject that will be con- 
sidered in all its bearings. We look upon the prac- 
tice of hanging criminals, as barbarous and badly 
suited to this age and country, and more than that, 
it appears to us widely different from the principles 
of true christianity. But on this point, too, people 
differ. Let the — be freely discussed then a- 

artford Times. 
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. MEETINGS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


Several meetings have been held in this city on 
che Abolition of Capital Punishment during the last 
week. 

FIRST MEETING. 

Mr Sumyer, of South Carolina, was chosen Mod- 
erator. 

The following was presented by Charles Spear. 

Resolved, That a simultaneous meeting be held 
‘hroughout the Commonwealth of Massachusetts dur- 
ing the month of November next. 

Rev. Mr. Barcn, of New York, thought that the 
Resolution was too narrow, that it should cover the 
whole country. 

Rev. Mr. Gatracuer, agreed with him. He 
thought that as many were present from several States 
in the Union, that a broader ground would be much 
better. 

The meeting was addressed very appropriately by 
Mr. Sumner, of S. Carolina. 

Adjourned, 

SECOND MEFTING IN WASHINGTONIAN HALL. 

Rev. Mr. Swary, Moderator. 

Rev. James Surictey, of Baltimore, Secretary. 

Meeting was addressed by Charles Spear, who 
made a motion to appoint a Committee of three to 
nominate delegates from each State in the Union to 
tend the great Convention on Capital Punishment 
a Philadelphia on the eleventh of November next. A 
Committee was chosen consisting of Mr. Sumner, of 
South Carolina, J. M. Spear, of Boston, and Rev. J. 
‘hrigley, of Baltimore. 

Adjourned. 

2o’clock. Metagain. Joseph Kelsey, of Guilford, 
Me., was appointed Moderator. 

Meeting was addressed by J. M. Spear, and others. 


THIRD MEETING. 
The meeting was called to order by choosing 
Hon. Isaac H. Wricut, Moderator. 
James Mircne yt, of Boston, Sec’y. 
JOHN M. SPEAR 

Called upon the audience to show an interest in 
the matter; hoped some plan for a general move- 
ment would be adopted; satisfaction would follow 
‘he performance of duty, and condemnation the neg- 
ect of it. 

CHARLES SPEAR 

Thought the interest ought to be kept up until the 
law was repealed; he urged very strongly upon the 
inends of the cause unremitted action. 

JAMES MITCHELL 

Introduced the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the gallows, toa very great extent, 
ias its foundation in the religious education of the 
people, that the battle against it must be fought prin- 
ipally on bible ground, that it is, therefore, the ap- 
propriate province of the liberal pulpit to procure its 
verthrow by disseminating the principles of love and 
orgiveness as taught by Jesus Christ. 

A Committee was appointed to present to the great 
‘onvention which meets on the third of October, in 
Boston, the propriety of inviting the clergy of Massa- 
chusetts who were favorable to the Abolition of the 
Death-penalty, to preach on the subject the last Sab- 
‘ath in November next. 

The meeting was also addressed by Revs. L. Wil- 
lis, Nichols, Moore, and Mr. Alger. 

Adjourned, Sine die. 


Try!’ ewe vce VPewwe ws 


We present this week, a short account of the con- 
‘ession of this individual who has just been executed 
in Troy, New York. 

We must confess we are always suspicious of 
hese confessions. We are particularly so in this 
case, for during the month of June last, we visited 
this criminal in his cell. This was before his trial. 
The jailor notified him that I wished to see him.— 
At first he was unwilling that I should visit him. 
The reason was that he did not wish to be consid- 
ered a criminal. He then in reply to some questions, 
soutly persisted in his entire innocence. True, he 
might then have thought it was for his interest to 
leny his guilt. And we suppose in truth, that a 
‘ulprit in his dying moments would be more likely 
‘otell the real truth than before his trial. But he 
as gone at the early age of twenty-three years.— 
And there is One who knows whether he told the 
truth or not. We do not judge him. The law has 
obtained another victim. And while we suffer the 
gtave to close over his remains, let it be ours to re- 
tew our efforts to abolish this inhuman and barba- 
‘ous penalty. 

The following is an extract from his confession :— 


The last Confessions of Green.—Particulars.—The old 
story erroneous. 


THE MOTIVE. 


Green states that his first thought of murder was 
‘uring the Hoosick sleigh ride, anc..that the circum- 
stance which gave rise to that thought was something 

















said to him by a girl on that occasion. He declines 
mentioning the name of the individual, but in the 
most unequivocal manner, exculpates her from all 
blame. What she said to him was said in a jocose 
manner, upon which he put altogether a wrong con- 
struction, 

Here then we have the motive which actuated him. 
From the moment this motive seized upon him, he 
lost sight of every thing but the one fell purpose of 
attaining, through the death of his wife, the hand of 
the young lady in question. He was fully persuaded 
in his own mind that she would have married him 
in the event of his becoming a widower. He says 
that this thought took such perfect possession of his 
mind, that it entirely precluded all feelings of re- 
morse, while he was performing the deed. 

The thought of detection never for once was enter- 
tained by him, for the reason, he says, that he did 
not know the stomach could be analyzed. The first 
feeling of remorse that he had, was when his wife 
refused to take medicine at his hands. Thus it will 
be seen, that out of the circumstance of ‘ something 
said to him by a girl, during the Hoosick sleigh ride, 
grew the motive which prompted him to the thought 
of murder. 


OPIUM PILLS. 


The first that Green administered to his wife was 
two opium pills. This is entirely a new point in the 
case. It was not disclosed in the testimony. It will 
be remembered that he went to Dr. Hull after pills 
to give his wife—that he procured pills from Dr. Hull, 
and he says that instead of giving her these pills, he 
gave her two opium pills—that these pills contained 
no arsenic—that in consequence of their being too 
large a dose to accomplish the fell purpose he bad in 
view, vomiting was produced, and they were thrown 
off the stomach. It was after this that he adminis- 
tered 

ARSENIC. 


And here is a new and interesting point. It has 
been generally supposed that he procured the paper 
of arsenic on the Sunday Danie! E. Dennison furn- | 
ished him with the key tothe store, where he said 
he wanted to get some oats for his horse. This is a | 
mistake. Green says he got the arsenic at a time | 
When tbe store was open—that at this time there | 
were several people in the store—and that he slily and | 
unperceived by any one, put his hand into the jar, and | 
took one paper of arsenic. 

These corrections embrace the new points in| 
Green’s confession. The other points are contained | 
in the trial, as published in this paper, with which | 
the public are familiar. 

Again, we say, we are rejoiced at the result of the | 
confession, not only on account of his relations, a- | 
mong whom the writer of the article has but a single | 
acquaintance, but for the credit of human nature. 





ONLY FIFTY CENTS! 

We now can send the Hangman to our subscribers 
from the next number to the end of the volume | 
(April lst, 1546,) for the small sum of fifty cents.— 
Let there now be an effort made to circulate it in all 
directions. Why should we not send out weekly ten 
thousand copies? It can be done if our friends will | 
only make an effort. We intend that the paper shall | 
be filled every week with facts and arguments having | 
a bearing upon our wise and humane reform.— 
Reader, will you call on your neighbor immediately 
and ask him to give you fifty cents to help abolish 
the hideous gallows? Send in the names this week. 
‘ Now is the accepted time.’ 
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LITERARY NOTICE. 


Marcaret. A Tale of the Real and Ideal, Blight 
and Bloom; including Sketches of a place not before 
described, called Mons. Christi. Boston: Jordan and 
Wiley, 1845. 

We feel that we have too long allowed this work 
to lay on our table unnoticed. But we have been 
unable to give it that attention which its great merits 
deserve. It is a singular work with a singular title. 
The author has chosen to conceal himself. We have 
read some passages with pleasure, particularly those 
that bear on the great Reform to which we are more 
especially devoted. The more we read the book the 
better we are pleased with ir. We have just been 
reading the chapter on Beauty in which are some 
touching views of Christianity. The author must 
have studied Christ and the Gospels, particularly 
St. John’s. We will present some extracts hereaf- 
ter. We hope the work will be extensively read. 
It needs a careful perusal. [ts style is peculiar, par- 
taking a little of the Carlyle and the transcendental. 
It presents a great variety of topics, but the tendency 
of the whole work is excellent. We thank the 
friend sincerely who forwarded the copy. We hope 
he will excuse us for our apparent neglect. 


_srew 
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(lr A. W. Potter, of Knowlesville, N. Y., is in- 
formed that we cannot send bound books by mail. 


(CyAny person having Numbers 13 and 19 of the 
New Series of the Hangman, will confer upon us a 
great favor by forwarding them to this office. 


(The Spanish and Portuguese slave-traders re- 
cently convicted at Exeter, (England) of murder have 
been respited till the 5th September, in order that cer- 
tain legal points raised by their counsel may be ar- 
gued before the judges. 


will be required to sustain the publication. 





TO THE FRIENDS OF HUMANITY. 


The following Circular has been prepared at the 
suggestion of several friends of the cause. We have 
hesitated for weeks to make our difficulties known 
to the public, but necessity has at last compelled us. 
We are slow to believe that the friends of the cause 
will not extend to us that help which we absolutely 
need. 


Boston, Sept. 17, 1845. 


Dear Sir:—Ata late meeting of the Executive 
Board of the Massachusetts Society for the Aboli- 
tion of Capital Punishment, a vote was unanimously 
passed to prepare a Circular containing a statement 
of facts in relation to the present condition of the 
cause. 

Among other means employed to carry forward 
the objects of the Society has been that of the cir- 
culation of a Periodical, Tracts, public Lectures, 
&c. An office has now been established at No. 50 
Cornhill, where a paper called ‘the Hangman’ has 
been now published weekly for about six months. 
Great efforts have been made to sustain this Journal 
at the low price of one dollar a year. As yet, its 
current expenses have not been met, leaving there- 
by nothing to support its Editors. By severe la- 
bor, the number of subscribers has at last reached 
to twenty-five hundred ; many, however, only con- 
senting to take it for three months. A large num- 
ber have been printed and distributed gratuitously. 
The whole expense of publishing the Periodical for 
one year, has been estimated at two thousand dol- 
lars. About eight hundred dollars is now due from 
subscriptions, all of which, it will be seen and more 
The 
burden of this falls, of course, upon the proprietors 
only. 
Learning these facts, the Society have thought 
that so great a burden should not be borne by the 
two proprietors of the paper only ; that the public 
should be made acquainted with the facts, and that 
an appeal should be made to you to aid in so benevo- 
lent an object. 

The Socicty also propose to sustain one Agent in 
the field. They voted some months since to send 
out Cuarves Spear, of this city. He has labored 
incessantly without any permanent means for his 
support, sometimes not receiving sufficient to meet 
his travelling expenses, leaving thereby nothing for 
his family. 

Under these circumstances, the Board have felt 
compelled to ask for your aid. ‘The friends in the 
city have pledged themselves to raise all that can 
reasonably be expected of them. ‘They appeal to 
you. A crisis has arrived. ‘They believe you will 
not look on this great moral movement with indiffer- 
ence. With a little help, at this moment, the Peri- 
odical may be established on a permanent basis, and 
an Agent may be sustained. If either are suffered 
to fail now, the cause must be seriously retarded 
for years to come. It has now become a distinct 
enterprise in this country, and it may be carried 
forward to its final triumph. 

Public sentiment must be aroused. Soon the Legis- 
lature will assemble, and to reach and influence 
that honorable body, facts must be circulated ; pub- 
lic meetings must be called throughout the Com- 
monwealth. All this can never be accomplished 
without means. 

Such are the facts. Will you answer this ap- 
peal? Will you assist, at least, in sustaining this 
great moral enterprise for one year? Let us hear 
from you in reply, however small the amount you 
ean afford.—The sum of $1000 is proposed to be 
raised. 

Address Cuartes Srear, Agent of the Mass. So- 
ciety for the Abolition of Capital Punishment, No. 
50 Cornhill, Boston. 

ROBERT RANTOUL, Jr., President. 

Wacrer CHANNING, 

Cuarves Spear, 

Francis Jackson, Treasurer. 

FE. H. Cnapry, 

James F. Ciarxe, 


Joun Prerpont, | 
Joun Atpron AnpReEw,  } Standing Committee. 


2 Secretaries. 
§ 


Rosert F. Waccutt, 
Epwarp F. Heap 

b 
Urian Ritcute, ) 


Under Sentence of Death! 
MARYLAND! 


for engaging in an _ insurrection. 
execution unknown. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE! Anprew Howarp, 
for the murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept. 19th, 
1843. ‘Time of execution November 12th, 
1845. 

NEW YORK!  Banztz, the pirate. Now 
confined in the Tombs, New York City. The 
time of execution is fixed by the President on 
the first Friday of June, 1846. 

Tittet, for the murder of John Covert 
at Whitehall. Time of execution not known. 


VERMONT! 
murdzr of his wife and child. 
cution not fixed. 

The law is now that there shall be fifteen months 
between the sentence and execution, and then the 
criminal is to be hung without an order from the 
Executive. 


Wma. WHEELER, a slave. 
“ ry: +} 
Time of} 


EuGene CuirForp, for the 
Tj . 
ime ot exe- 





MAINE! ‘Tuomas Tuorn, for murder. 
Now confined at hard labor in the State Pri- 
son. "Time of execution not fixed. 

The law is that a criminal shall not be executed 


' ” P ee 
till one year after sentence, and not even then with- 
out an order from the Executive. 


PENNSYLVANIA! Francis Baster, 
Tunkhannock, Wyoming Co.- To be hung 
on Friday, March 28th, 1845. Escaped 


from Prison. 
Jasez Boyp, for the murder of Wesley 
Patton. Time of execution Nov. 21st., 1 


LOUISIANA ! Pavtins, the slave. Time 
of execution, March 28, 1846. 

Samuet Kennepy, for the murder of Benja- 
min W. Wait in New Orleans. ‘Time of ex- 
ecution not appointed. 


IOWA! Wx. McCaurey, for the murder 
of Don Ferdinand Coffman, and infant 
daughter. 

Leis cas inv ee 


NOTICES OF MEETINGS, LECTURES, XC. 

A Convention of the Massachusetts Society 
for the Abolition of Capital Punishment, 
Will be held in Boston, on Friday 34 of October 
next, in the Chapel under the Museum, commencing 
at 10 o’clock, A. M. Distinguished Speakers are 

expected. 
(> Anppison Davis, of Lynn, will lecture on Capt- 
tal Punishment in the following places viz: 


East Medway, Tuesday, Sept. 23 
Holliston, Wednesday, “ 24 
Milford, Thursday, 24 25 
“ Friday, ” 26 
Mendon, Saturday, 7 27 
Hayden Row, Sunday, (a.m.& p.m.) 28 
Upton, Sunday (Evening,) 23 
Grafton, Monday, - 29 
West Boylston, Wednesday, Oct. 1 
Northboro’, Thursday, * 2 
Marlboro’, Friday, ms 3 
Southboro’, Saturday, qt 
Framingham, Sunday, $6 5 
Sudbury, Monday, ee 6 


The friends in the above places are requested to 
make the arrangements, and give an extended notice 
of these lectures. 
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Philadelphia Nociety for promoting the Abo- 
lition of Capital Punishment. 


The annual meeting of this Society, will be held 
on Tvespay, the llth of November next, the hour 
and place of meeting to be made known in the news- 
papers of the day. A general attendance of citizens 
of other counties, favorable to the measure, is earn- 
estly requested, inasmuch as one of the principal 
objects of the meeting is to extend the agitation of 
this question over all parts of the State. 

HENRY S. PATTERSON, °* 
President. 
JoHN ScHOLEFIELD, 
Joun Bovvikr, 
Joun AsHToN, JR., 
Secretary. 


Vice Presidents. 


ee a 





Reets. week ending September 21. 


J. A. Aspinwall, Fort Ann, $1—Josiah Shaw, 
Haydenville, 50e-—Julius Carroll, So. Walpole, 25e— 
Stephen Parker, Methuen, 25c—A. Henry, Fall Riv- 
er, 75c—A. Blodgett, Cambridgeport, 1,25—A. Os- 
mer, Jr., So. Lansing, 1—Elias Haynes, Dedham, 
25e—Reubin H. Ober, 50c., Blake Parker, Medfield, 
25e—Hiram Payne, Franklin City Fact. 1—W. 8. 
Briggs, Dover, Me., 1—Benj. Phipps, 1, Sibley Put- 
nam, 56c, W. Wheelock, 56c, J. R. Thomson, d5ée, S. 
C. Brown, 25c, W. A. Parkhurst, 56c, E. W. Fair- 
banks, 54c, Levi Loring, 56c, Sam’l. Hersey, 25c, 
Ab. Boukir, 56c, J. S. Boukir, 1, Joseph H. Hunt, 
25c, Wm. G. Holmes, 25c, A. P. Abby, 25c, Enos 
King, 5%c, all of Hopkinton—S. P. White, 1, G. 
Thompson, 1, both of Holliston—D. Hawks, South- 
bridge, 1,75—Freeman Ellis, North Plympton, 25e— 
A. Burnham, Hampton, 1—M. Coughlan, Fall River, 
50e—J. L. Marsh, W. Marsh, Rev. C. Woodhouse, of 
Ea. Clarendon, 50c, each—L. C. Smith, Lyvonia, N. 
Y. 1—Rev. O. Roberts, Lakeville, N. Y. 50e—Rev. 
G. W. Quinby, Saco, Me., 1—Rev. H. Jewell, Exe- 
ter, 1—G. W. Hayden, Stoughton, 25c-—W. S. Camp, 
Middleton, 1—Rev. Z. Baker, Canterbury, 1—A. Al- 
len, 50e, N. Upham, 1, N. Blood, 1, all of Millbury— 
Rev. G. Bailey, Brunswick, 1—John Bridges, Castile, 
50e—E. Gordon, 50¢, L. 50c, both of Boston— 
Susanna Ely, Dover, N. H., 50e—Rev. E. Hewett, 
Hanson, 1—A. Clapp, Boston, \—Smith Baker, West 
Sutton, 62e—Simeon Cole, Pawtucket, 1, 


‘ 
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MARRIED: 


In this city, 11th inst, by Rev. Mr. Cushman, Mr 
Ralph Warner to Miss Sophia N. Beal. 

On Thursday evening, by Rev Hosea Ballou, Walden 
Porter Esq. of Pekin, Ill. to Miss Julia Maria, daughter 
of Winslow Wright, Esq. of Boston. 











DIED: 
In this city, 12rh inst, youngest child of Eben A. and 
Lydia A. Hopkins. , 
In Cambridgeport, on Friday evening, (Sept. 12th, 
his natal day,) George Noble, Esq. 66. 
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For the Hangman. 


THE CONQUEROR AND THE MURDERER. 


LIVERMORE. 





BY MRS. M. A. 


** As you were borna king, and Ia private man, you 
have. been able to become a mightier robber than I.°°— 
Alexander and the Scythian. 


He heard the stormy clarion’s blast, 
The clear trump’s startling peal, 
He caught the wave of tossing plumes, 

The flash of gleaming steel. 
He buckled on his burnished mail, 
His crested helm and shield, 
Spurring his fiery charger, where 


Lay spread the battle-field. 


Amid the serried hosts he dashed, 
His sword glanced through the air, 

And many a strong man’s raised right arm, 
Fell powerless through despair. 

His war-horse trod with iron hoof 
The mangled quivering heaps, 

His fetlocks bathed in blood that rushed, 
Like rivers to the deep 


And him they met with gushing songs, 
With tuneful sweet-vuiced lyres ; 

For him they wove the airy dance, 
And kindled festal fires ; 

To him, who hewed his hundreds down, 
Were bright libations poured : 

And myrtle-blooms, the flowers of love, 
Were twined around his sword. 


He, whose young life was all unfed 
By honey-dews of love, 
Uncradled in a mother’s arms, 
Nor laid her heart above : 
Unnurtured and unblest his soul 
By virtue’s sunlight ray, | 
Before the siren charmer, sin, 
He fell an easy prey. 


With darkened mind, and hopeless heart, 
No light within his breast, 

Which tiger passions made their home, 
Untamed and unrepressed, 

He bathed his dagger to the hilt 
In his oppressor’s blood, 

And gazed unmoved, when crimson red, 
Out-gushed the bubbling flood. 


And him they thrust with vengeful hands, 
And eyes of burning hate, 

Where God’s free light had scarcely leave 
To pass the narrow grate. 

And him, who one vile man had slain, 
They coolly doomed to death, 

And with the mock of legal pomp, 
They seized his heaven-lent breath. 


Men, know ye not the conqueror crowned, 
Who swims in slaughter’s tide, 

Hath blacker guilt upon his soul, 
And hands more redly dyed 

Than he, ye hur! from off the earth, 
With hissing shouts of shame, 

Wringing his heart with anguish out, 
Branding with guilt his name ? 


And dare ye, with profanity, 

The warrior’s murders laud, 
And from the other, rend the life, 
Unsanctioned by your God ? 

Oh, if the pulse of human love, 
Is not benumbed and still, 
List to the awful voice of God, 
** Forbear, O man, to kill !” 


List to the minstrel angel’s chant, 
Who hymned the words of peace, 

Accord with him in songs of love, 
And let the war-trump cease. 

Throw down the sword, and booming gun, 
The hangman’s twisted cord, 

And join the many broken links, 
That draw us up to God! 

Fall River, Mass. 


From the Christian World. 
A PAMILY SKETCH. 


Scene.—A handsome dining-room: Mrs. Collins 
and four or five children sitting round a neatly- 
set table, with a large tureen of smoking and 
savory soup on it. Mr. Collins enters, and all 
express surprise. 


Georce.—I thought, father, you had gone to 
Worcester. 

Mr. C.—I did intend to, and was just stepping 
into the cars, when I was unexpectedly called 
away by other business. But how is this? I 
do not seem to receive my usual welcome. 

Mrs. C.—I am afraid you may be a little dis- 
appointed about dinner. 

Mr. C.—Why, did not Ned bring home a pair 
of fine chickens, with the usual accompani- 
ments? [ thought you would have had them 
roasted to-day. 

Mrs. C.—l1 did, (smiling. 

Mary.—Now let papa guess what become of 
them. 

ALL 
guess, 

Mr. C.—Let me see—perhaps they proved not 
so good as | thought them. 

Mrs. C.—Yes, they were excellent 

Mr. C.—Well then, perhaps you reversed the 
order of nature, as etiquette might call it, and ate 
the roast chickens before the soup. 


THE CHILDREN.—Oh guess, do 


papa, 


THE HANGMAN. 
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| Mrs. C.—No, no, not that. 

Mr. C.—Did the cat run off with them ? 

Mary.—No, no: papa must not have any of 
our hice dinier till he guesses or gives up. 

Mr. C.—Weil, as I am very hungry, 1 believe 
I must give up, and help myself to some of the 
soup; and it is really excellent. But I have 
some curiosity to know about the chickens. 

Severat Cuitpren.—Let me tell. 

Mrs. C._—We must let Jane tell, I think, as 
she knows the whole story best. 

Jane.—Mamma sent me to carry some jelly to 
little Susan Niles, who has been so sick with a 
fever. She was a good deal better and said she 
was very hungry, and her mother was making 
some Indian cake, for she said she had nothing 
else, and Mr. Niles was too sick yet to be able 
to work and earn any money. Poor little Susan 





said she was not hungry for Indian cake, but 
was hungry for a piece of roast meat or some- 
thing nice. And poor Mr. Niles looked as if he 
wanted some too; but he said, ‘Hush, Susan 
dear, it is not for poor folks, like us, to be think- 
ing what we shall like; we must try to like 
what we can get.’ But I told Susan I knew 
mamma would soon send them something good. 
So I told mamma, and she said, ‘I dare say they 
would all relish the nice dinner we are to have 
to-day: suppose we send them our dinner after 
it is cooked, and have hasty-pudding or a vege- 
table soup ourselves?’ And we all said, ‘Oh, 
yes, mamma, do.” So mamma sent Abby to tell 
Mrs. Niles she was going to send some dinner 
at one o'clock, for all of them; so all the child- 
ren will have roast meat as well as Susan. Was 
it not a nice plan, papa ? 

Mr. C.—Indeed it was, my love, as mamma’s 
plans always are. But why might I not have 
been a party in this little romance ? 

Mrs. C.—It might not be so comfortable for 
you, after a fatiguing day in your counting-room, 
to come home and_not find a more substantial 
dinner, especially when you had provided one. 
It was a sudden thought, and besides, the good 
to Mrs. Niles would, it seemed to me, be a good 
lesson for the children and the kitchen; and 
Catherine said they should have her very best 
cookery. 

Mr. C.—Ah, my dear, it was one of your 
many happy thoughts, and a good lesson for all. 
A simple dinner like this would be well for all 
of us as often as once a week, at least, and for 
all others in our situation; and good, very good, 
for an equal number, in Mrs. Niles, to receive 
such a dinner as she has to-day. It would con- 
vinee the sick and destitute, that those better 
off are not only willing to help them, but will- 
ing to make sacrifices to do so, if anything so 
tritling can be called a sacrifice. 

Mrs. C.—And I am sure every family whom 
our Heavenly Father has prospered, as he has 
us, if they do not already know some such poor 
people, should seek them out, for in a city like 
this there must be many worthy families not 
only poor and helpless, but with sickness added, 
to whom a better dinner than usual would be a 
real comfort; and the pleasant sort of intercourse 
it would establish between the two parties would 
be a mutual benefit. We should thus bear con- 
stantly in mind our less favored fellow-beings, 
and they would have the satisfaction of seeing 
that we did so. I only wonder we have not 
done this before. 

Mary.—Shan’t we always do so once a week, 
mamma !’ , 
Mrs. C.—I shall be delighted to, if there is a 
unanimous vote for it. 

Georce.—We will all hold up hands. 

All hands were held up. 

Mary.—Let me run and tell Mrs. Niles. 

Mrs. C.—Stop, stop; it may not always be 
Mrs. Niles, but sometimes some other family 
equally necessitous ; nor always roast chicken, 
but good roast beef or mutton. 

Mary.—I hope that a great many people will 
do just so, and then how many families will have 
such a happy day once a week! 

Mrs C.—Yes, this one little plan alone, car- 
ried out as it might easily be done, would add a 
large amount of virtue and happiness to our com- 
munity. 

Grorce.—I don’t know which would be hap- 
piest—those who have the dinner to send, or 
those who receive it. 

Jane.—Oh, we are happiest, to send it. 

Mrs. C.—And little Sue might think she was 
at least as happy to receive it. How much we 
leave undone for the poor, which would be a 
bless'ng t> ourselves and them! 

Mr. C.—True, for in our Christian community 
we are but beginning to understand what it is to 
love our neighbor as ourselves. 


MARY MCHUGH, 
BY MRS. CHILD. 


The following extract, which we have been al- 
lowed to take from the records of the Prison As- 
sociation, kept by Isaac T. Hopper, at the office 
of that excellent institution, No. 13 Pine street, 





may be interesting to the readers of the Evening 





Mirror. 


We trust that this affecting case may at | 


least operate as a caution to employers how they 
injure the character, and blight the prospects, of 
poor young creatures engaged in their service. 

‘ Mary McHugh belonged to a respectable Irish 
family in Upper Canada. There being several sis- 
ters at home, and her services not needed, she 
deemed it best to relieve her parents of a part of 
their burthen, by an effort to earn her own living. 
For that purpose she came to the United States, 
and entered into the service of Mrs. She 
discharged the duties of her station in a satisfac- 
tory manner, and secured the confidence and af- 
fectionate good will of the family. 

At the death of Mrs. , She engaged with 
another family in the same neighborhood. ‘This 
Mrs. promised her a dollar a week for her 
services ; but after she had been there three 
weeks, she told her that she should give but 
sixty-two cents. Mary then requested the wages 
that were due to her, that she might go into the 
service of another family near by, who had of- 
fered her a dollar and a quarter a week. Mrs. 
declared that she should not leave till she 
had procured another servant; that she would 
not pay her a cent till another servant came, 
and that she would pay her only sixty-two cents 
a week from the beginning to the end of her 
stay. . 

This oppressive and altogether unjustifiable 
conduct excited Mary’s resentment. Partly in an- 
ger, and partly fiom the idea that her employers 
intended to wrong her, she hid a silver can and 
some spoons in the wood-house. ‘There is ev- 
ery reason to believe that she had no intention 
of stealing them, and she was not aware that 
such a step subjected her to the danger of a 
criminal prosecution. Mrs. was extremely 
exasperated; and, it is to be hoped, more under 
the influence of thoughtless anger than of delib- 
erate cruelty, she caused the poor girl to be ar- 
rested. The silver was found where she con- 
fessed she had hid it, she was tried, convicted, 
and sentenced to Sing Sing for two years. 

A sense of the disgrace which her imprudence 
had brought on herself and family, and especially 
the anguish it would inflict on her mother’s heart, 
completely broke the spirit of the poor sufferer. 
Her sensitive nature could not bear up under the 
terrible strugg!e, and she sunk into a listless des- 
pair. She took extremely little nourishment, and 
obtained scarcely any sleep. It soon become evi- 
dent that reason was giving way under the influ- 
ence of perpetual grief, and that she was in dan- 
ger of melancholy lunacy the remainder of her 
life. Her father, a venerable old soldier, who 
had been lamed in the British army, at the battle 
of Saragossa, came from Canada with an earnest 
petition in her behalf, backed with letters and 
certiticates from magistrates and other people of 
influence and high respectability, testifying to 
the good character and conduct of Mary and her 
family. ‘The crue! circumstances of the case be- 
ing officially laid before the Governor, in con- 
nection with these certificates, he granted a_par- 
don, and communicated the welcome intelligence 
to the afflicted father ina letter which did him 
great honor. While 1 write this, my heart ejacu- 
lates ‘May Heaven bless him ! 

A letter from Eliza W. Farnam, the excellent 
matron of Sing Sing prison, enquired of me 

















whether the Prison Association could provide | 


for this unfortunate creature, till such time as 
her father could come for her. I replied that a 
suitable place had better be procured in the 
neighborhood of the prison, and the Association 
would pay her board till she could be restored 
to her home. As she was laboriug under de- 
rangement of mind, and required some gentle 
restraint, it was difficult to procure a suitable 
place, and she was conveyed to the County 
House. Another letter from E, W. Farnham in- 
formed me of this, and expressed great anxiety on 
her account. For four days she had tasted no 
food, nor obtained a single hour of sleep. The 
letter concluded by saying, ‘ This, in addition to 
her previous exhaustion, must, if continued, soon 
produce death. She is exceedingly miserable, 
and my heart is sore at the thought of leaving so 
sensitive and shrinking a spirit all unshielded as 
she is.’ 

Unwilling she should remain in the County 
House an hour longer than was necessary, | 
started for Tarrytown the very day I received 
the letter. I had seen the poor child of mis- 
fortune at Sing Sing, some months before, and 
my sympathy had been greatly excited in her 
behalf. She recollected me at once, and made 
no objection to returning with me to New York. 
She was in such a delicate state of health, mind 
and body, that [ could not bear to place her 
with strangers, who would feel no sympathy for 
her; and though it was inconvenient to receive 
her into my family, I thought it best under the 
circumstances to do so. We found her simple- 
hearted, unoffending, and grateful ; easily guided, 
though somewhat troublesome, from the wander- 
ings, of her mind, and the highly excitable state 
of her nervous system. She expressed an earn- 
est wish to see Bishop Hughes. I went for 
him, and I was pleased with the prompt and 
hearty cheerfulness with which he came to speak 
to her words of encouragement and consolation. 





the four weeks that she remained under my 
roof, she continued to improve in health, though 
her mind still remained feeble and wandering 
The female branch of the Prison Associatioy 
having provided a Home for the women cop. 
victs released from Sing Sing, it was thought 
best that Mary should go there. A few days 
after she had left my roof her mother came {o; 
her. She appeared to be a respectable, worthy 
hard-working waman. I conveyed her to he 
daughter, and it was truly affecting to witnesc 
their meeting. They threw themselves into eact 
other’s arms, wept, looked at each other, and 
wept again. On the eighth of this month, they 
departed together for their home in Canada, ani 
it is hoped that time will gradually restore Poor 
Mary to health and reason. 

I have purposely avoided mentioning the name 
of the woman whose oppressive and harsh treat. 
ment occasioned the wreck of this poor, well. 
meaning girl, and such great distress to an ip. 
nocent family. May the consequences of her pro. 
ceedings teach her a lesson for the future. No; 
for the wealth of the Indies, would I do such ay 
injury to a fellow-being..—Exchange Paper. 


Tue ‘ Tame Fox.’---One hardly looks to papers 
professedly devoted to religion for amusement 
yet we have derived not a little from the perusal 
of the following paragraph, which we find in the 
Vermont Chronicle. 

Seenc—Village Tavern.—T wo Travelers driv: 
up and order a peck of oats for their horse. 

First Traveler-——(Drawing towards the stove 
Landlord, I see you have no bar; do you kee; 
the Striped Pig? ’ 

Landlord.—Not exactly, but I keep a Tame 
Fox. 

Second Traveler.—Can’t we see him ? 

Landlord.—Certainly. Walk this way gentle. 
men, (taking them to a room in the rear and 
showing them the table loaded with choice |i. 
quors)-—-what will you take, gentlemen ? 

Travelers.--O, nothing, nothing at all ; we onl; 
wished to see the crittur. 


Morat Inritvence.—Away among the Alle- 
ganies, there is a spring so small that a single 
ox in a summer's day could drain it dry. It 
steals its unobtrusive way among the hills, till it 
spreads out in the beautiful Ohio. Thence it 
stretches away a thousand miles, leaving on its 
banks more than a hundred villages and cities, 
and many thousand cultivated farms, and bearing 
on its bosom more thana half a thousand steam- 
boats. ‘Then joining the Mississippi, it stretches 
away and away, some twelve hundred miles 
more, till it falls into the great emblem of eter- 
nity. Itis one of the tributaries of that ocean, 
which obedient only to God, shall roar and roar, 
till the angel, with one foot on the sea and the 
other on the land, shall lift up his hand to heaven 
and swear that time shall be no longer. So with 
moralinfluence. Itis a rill—a rivulet—a river— 
an ocean, boundless and fathomless as eternity.— 
Spaulding. ’ 





Titles of Jesus. 
By Cuarres Srear. 
Sixteenth edition, with rich Steel Engravings. Price $1. 
f bere work has received high commendations both 

in this country and in Europe. We subjoin afew 
notices from abroad. 

From the Encuirer, London. 

‘The author has brought together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied 
Christ in’ the Scriptures, amounting altogether t 
eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrates 
practically, conveying much useful comment in a pop- 
ular style, accompanied by a great variety of valuable, 
moral and devotional sentiment. We believe it is as 
yet scarcely known at this side of the Atlantic, but it 
would probably, suit the wants of many, and be es- 
teemed a valuable addition to our valuable stock of 
practical divinity. We have no hesitation in expres- 
sing our approbation of its prevailing opinions and 
tendency, and our hope that it will meet with a wel- 
come amongst us.” 

From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 
‘We recommend this work to Christian families as 
a useful and interesting auxiliary to their devotional 
exercises, Werecommend it to congregational libra- 
ries, as a work that will seldom be allowed to rest 
upon the shelves. We recommend it to Sunday: 
school teachers as one of the best manuals we know, 
for rational explanation, and for practical lessons of 
piety and morality. And since it :s one of the goodly 
fashions of the present day for all persons who would 
aspire to any degree of literary taste, to display lite- 
rary ornaments on their drawing-room tables, we can 
confidently recommend it for this purpose too. In 
typography, paper, and binding, it is beautifully got 
up. It contains fine engravings by an eminent Ame: 
rican artist. And if visitors have occasionally to wait 
a few minutes for the appearance of the mistress of 
the house, we do not know how they could spend the 
time more pleasantly, than in perusing a section of 
the “ Names and Titles of Jesus.”’ 

From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 

‘This is a very interesting work, devotional and 
practical in its character and design. No one can 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasure. 
Even in places in which an individual may see rea- 
sons to differ from the writer, he must stil] admire his 
power of mora] discrimination, and fee] at one with 
his love and veneration of the character of Christ. 
This work is not in the trade, but it is published and 
sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. Priggs, 





She soon began to take nourishment, and during 


403 Washington Street, and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 
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